
Dear Educator: 
 

      Rochester Children's Theatre is offering two production opportunities for 
middle and high school students. 
 

On Stage at Nazareth College Arts Center:  
And Then They Came for Me: Remembering the World of Anne Frank 
 

On Tour to Schools: Herman Melville’s Moby Dick 
 

     At Rocheste r Children's Theatr e we strive to help you meet the growing and 
diverse needs of your students by providing theatrical experiences designed to 
educate and entertain.  We are devoted to bringing the highest quality 
literature alive on stage, featuring stories by renowned authors, as well as 
historically significant works. 
 

     Our accompanying Study Guides are created to help your students 
appreciate and comprehend the live performances and provide literacy 
activities to support NYS Learning Standards. Our goal is to provide a valuable 
resource that aids you in a variety of ways: 
  

• To provide an educational tool for planning and enhancing your 
current curriculum by using this production as a vehicle for learning. 

• To acquaint you and your students with this production and provide 
an interdisciplinary approach that helps them prepare, enjoy, 
respond, and expand upon what they will see; activities that 
stimulates lively responses and multi- sensory explorations. 

• To provide activities for various grade levels that are designed to 
support NYS Learning Standards and grade specific Performance 
Indicators. 

 
 

And Then They Came for Me: Remembering the World of Anne Frank 
 

Holocaust survivors videotaped testimony is mixed with live actors who recreate scenes 
from their lives during World War II.  Ed Silverberg was Anne Frank’s first boyfriend, 
and barely escaped the Nazis before going into hiding for more than two years.  Eva 
Scloss and Anne were the same age, lived in the same Amsterdam apartment building, 
and went into hiding on the same day - both were betrayed.  On Eva’s 15th birthday, her 
family was arrested by the Nazis and sent to concentration camps.  Eva and her mother 
survived, and her mother, after the war, married Otto Frank, Anne’s father. 
 

The blend of videotaped testimony, live performance, and projections of historical 
photographs in And Then They Came for Me is extremely effective, and puts a human 
face on what might otherwise be just a chapter in history books. 
This production is recommended for young people in grades 5 through 12. 
Length 75 minutes (includes question and answer immediately following performance) 
 

At Nazareth: Call 389-2175 for information, scheduling & prices 



Rochester Children’s Theatre School Tour 
Available throughout the school year! 

 
Moby Dick 
Based on the book by Herman Melville 

 

Moby Dick is the story of Captain Ahab, who lost a leg to the notorious white 
whale. Driven by his thirst for vengeance Ahab chases the beast around the 
globe. Ruthlessly, he risks the lives of his entire crew, including innocent and 
trusting Ishmael, who has embarked on this, his maiden voyage to swap his 
landlubberÕs life for many years of adventure at sea. 
 

The audience shares IshmaelÕs journey through the Ôglory daysÕ of whale fishing, 
when men still killed the giant mammals with their bare hands, risking their lives 
but looking forward to untold profits. ItÕs an insight into the period, into the 
dangerous work of whale fishers and daily life at sea. The play also shows the 
economic importance whales and their industrial processing had at the time. 
 

Herman Melville was the son of an impoverished New York family. He spent four 
years working on whaling ships before writing the epic story of Captain Ahab and 
his nemesis, the gigantic sperm whale Moby Dick, in 1851. Although most of us 
are likely to share the authorÕs revulsion of the hunt for these gigantic and highly 
intelligent marine mammals, it is impossible not to be fascinated by it. At a time 
when it necessitated extreme personal courage and struggle - whale fishing 
could frequently become a contest between man and whale, and, as is the case 
with Captain Ahab and Moby Dick, a personal conflict with uncertain outcome. 
 
THE NEW YORK TIMES Theater Review | 'Moby Dick':  
ÒStorytelling is elevated to high art in this luminous and engrossing production of 
Moby Dick. In this version of Herman Melville's epic of deadly obsession and 
vengeance aboard the ill-fated 19th-century Nantucket whaler Pequod, all of the 
major characters - the narrator Ishmael, the harpooner Queequeg, the mates 
Starbuck and Stubb and the implacable Captain Ahab - are brought to vivid life 
by three actors.Ó 
 

ÒOn a stage where the only props are three poles (like the masts of the Pequod), 
a sea chest with some clothes inside, a bed sheet, and a lantern, the performers 
conjure up shipboard life. The power of the production extends from the crow's 
nest to below decks, to instruction in whales and whaling, to illuminating the 
many moods of the vast seas, and of course to the excitement and perils of the 
hunt and, in the presence of Moby Dick, the great white whale, to death itself.Ó 
 

ÒMusic colors the mood and enhances the atmosphere, and while the production 
accords the most serious fidelity to the novel Melville began to write in 1850, it is 
not without occasional humor and some 21st-century references.Ó 
Approximate running time: 70 minutes   
 

On Tour: Call 385-0510 for information, scheduling & prices  



 
 
 
 


